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About Centre for Civil
Society
Centre for Civil Society, amongst
India’s leading think-tanks based
in Hauz Khas, New Delhi, advocates for social change through
public policy. Our work in education, livelihood and policy
training promotes choice and
accountability across private and
public sectors. Through research,
advocacy and outreach, we aim to
build a society where every individual has freedom of choice and
every institution is accountable.

About Law and Liberty
Conference 2017
Law and Liberty Conference (LLC)
is our flagship annual academic congregation exploring the
interstices of legal thought and
practice and their relation to the
idea of liberty. A key component
of modern social and political
orders, liberty is seen as one of
the founding principles of rule
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and Public Policy Studies, the
Jindal Global Law School (JGLS)
and Jindal School of Government
and Public policy (JGSP). The
conference sought to provide a
platform for liberal perspectives
on legal concerns, develop a lib-

The 2017 Law and Liberty
Conference will be held on
24 November at National Law
School of India University,
Bangalore.
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Concept Note

dented scale. The e-Kranti ini-
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tiative of National e-Governance

Conference highlights emerging
concerns in the domain of individual liberty, and the legal and
regulatory frameworks which
enable the flourishing of a liberal
society. With an eye towards the
increasing imbrication of technology in socio-economic spheres,
and the expanding reach of digital
space — India crossed the 1.25
million smart phone users mark in
January 2016 and is set to overtake United States to be second
largest mobile subscriber base
— the conference explores the
opportunities and challenges to
the preservation and extension of
liberty across digital objects and
sites. Following themes have been

itization of over 44 public service
delivery verticals at Centre and
State level and development of
Common Service Centres across
the country. Such e-governance
initiatives have developed a range
of digital interfaces, from websites to mobile applications and
bio-metric enabled Smart Cards.
Experiments independently and in
collaboration with corporate and
NGOs, such as ITC’s e-Choupal,
Gyandoot in Madhya Pradesh,

Aksh Broadband in Rajasthan,
IRCTC, and Passport Seva, have

successfully developed and tested intranet portals for a range of
functions, from produce procurement to facilitating Government

selected for exploration:

to Citizen (G2C) digitised service

• Digitising Governance and

expanding digital literacy and

delivery. Support functions of

Public Service Delivery

inclusion are also mapped through

• Regulatory Frameworks for

Optic Fibre Network (NOFN), and

Aggregator and Sharing Econ

omy

-

• Regulating Data Services
and Digital Payments

Digital modes of governance are
under adaption at an unprece-

projects such as the National
ongoing TRAI consultation on provision of Free Data in rural India
without violating the bright-line
principles set against zero-rating.
Additionally, the impetus for a
cashless economy is mandated
through a separation of payments
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and banking, and the regulatory
frameworks governing the two. This
entails a complete digitisation of
payments and receipts within
government, with an eye to increase
the reach and incentivise the usage
of digital payments. From autonomy
in regulation to legislative revision
of Payments and Settlement
Systems Act (2007) mandating
open access, interoperability, competition and innovation—the role
of private entities in facilitating the
development and delivery of digital
services in governance and
exchange is growing exponentially
and demanding systemic redesigning of regulatory frameworks and
rethinking of the role of the state.
The need for revisiting principles
framing regulations is accentuated
by the emergence of aggregators
and sharing economy in India, and
its exponential growth in on-demand transport, crowd-funding,
and hospitality sectors. The sharing
economy radically transforms the
conventional definitional tenets of
labour, establishments, services,
and the consumer-provider relationship by developing peer-to-peer
sharing, dynamic pricing, and
service ownership. With the growing
relevance of sharing economy in
fostering skill development and
micro-entrepreneurship, an agile,
enabling framework that balances

consumer protection with ease of
doing business is requisite.
The second edition of Law and
Liberty Conference will explore the
challenges and possibilities of
enabling liberty, transparency, and
efficiency across digital sites of
citizen-government engagement,
emerging models of service
procurement and delivery, to limit
the intrusions of state and private
entities on individual liberty.
The Conference will target 70
students and 15 representatives
drawing from academia, legal practice, judicial institutions, government, and global private enterprises. Each session is accorded 90
minutes, with four speakers and
one moderator on each panel. Three
sessions and a spotlight speech
delivered by an eminent intellectual
or industry leader will be followed
by a closed and invite-only roundtable dinner conversation on the
theme of ‘Alternatives to Statutory
Regulations in Digital Environment’.
The discussion will revolve around
the role of government and duties
and responsibilities of technology
developers. In most of the cases,
the regulations are reactive. Can
we envision a regulatory framework
which enables technological progress? The discussion will also focus
on the Estonia’s success story in

digitization of government services
and adopting e-residency and
online voting. Estonia is leading the
way in the blockchain revolution;
the Estonian government has been
testing the technology since 2008.
Since 2012, blockchain has been
in operational use in Estonia’s registries, such as national health,
judicial, legislative, security and
commercial code systems, with
plans to extend its use to other
spheres such as personal medicine,
cyber security and data embassies.
Blockchain technology solves many
of the problems that data governance professionals have been
trying to solve for years. The technology developed by the Estonians
is also being used by NATO, U.S.
Department of Defence, as well as
European
Union
information
systems to ensure cybersecurity.
This Conference is being organised
in partnership with Law and Technology Society, a student organization in NLS Bangalore. The student
organization is providing support
in scouting speakers, confirming
venue and vendors, local conveyance, as well as registration and
publicity for the event. The financial
burden of the program will be borne
by Centre for Civil Society.

For details, contact:
jatin@ccs.in | 9915608674
arushi@ccs.in | 9811575503

LAW AND LIBERTY CONFERENCE 2017
SCHEDULE

Centre for Civil Society in collaboration with
Law and Technology Society, NLSIU
Date
24th November, 2017
Venue
Allen and Overy Hall, NLSIU, Bangalore

1000 - 1015 hrs Opening Address
1015 - 1145 hrs Panel 1 - Digitising Governance and Public Service Delivery
1145- 1200 hrs High Tea
1200 - 1330 hrs Panel 2 - Regulatory Frameworks for Aggregators and Sharing Economy
1330 - 1430 hrs Lunch
1430 - 1600 hrs Panel 3 - Regulating Data Services and Digital Payments
1600 - 1615 hrs Spotlight Speech
1615 - 1630 hrs Concluding Remarks
1630- 1700 hrs High Tea
1700 - 1830 hrs (Invitation Only) Round Table on Alternatives to Statutory Regulations in Digital Environment
1900-2100 hrs Dinner

