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Christ University
Established in 1969 as Christ College, it undertook path
breaking initiatives in Indian   higher education with the
introduction of innovative and modern curricula, insistence
on academic discipline, imparting of Holistic Education
and adoption of global higher education practices with the
support of creative and dedicated staff. The University Grants
Commission (UGC) of India conferred Autonomy to Christ
College in 2004 and identified it as an Institution with Potential
for Excellence in 2006. In 2008 under Section 3 of the UGC
Act, 1956, the Ministry of Human Resource Development of
the Government of India, declared the institution a Deemed
to be University, in the name and style of Christ University.
One of the first institutions in India to be accredited in 1998
by the NAAC, and subsequently in 2004 and 2016, Christ
University has the top grade ‘A’ in the 4-point scale.
Concept Note
In recent times there has been several significant decisions
from the Supreme Court of India and two pending issues with
potentially drastic implications for enjoyment of fundamental
rights. The judgements in ShayaraBano v. Union of India
(triple talaq case) and Justice Puttaswamy v. Union of India
(the privacy case) has triggered interesting inferences and
prophecies for the future of constitutional jurisprudence. In
this context, it would be pertinent to debate and assess the
effect of the same on connected issues of law and society.
The judgement, by affirming the right to privacy albeit with
restrictions, sets forth the possibility of a fresh prospect on
several issues connected to it. For instance, the judgement
can be interpreted as having the potential effect of overruling
the decision of the Supreme Court on the issue of sexual
orientation. It would also clarify the position with respect to
transgender rights, the judgement which was silent on the
question of sexual orientation in the context of the right to
privacy. The judgement in ShayaraBano v. Union of India,
while outlawing triple talaq, has triggered speculations with
respect to the relationship between secular constitutional
mandates and personal or religious laws. The future course of
reforms to personal laws could either be stymied or facilitated
particularly in the context of the debate on Uniform Civil
Code (pending before the apex court). The Supreme Court
directions on the national anthem (ShyamNarainChouksey

v. Union of India (2016) related solemn formalities raise
concerns on freedom of speech and expression as it disturbs
the ruling on the same issue in Bijoe Immanuel v. State of
Kerala (1986). Thrusting a form of outward expression or
coerced speech and expression could equally be violative of
the guarantee of freedom of speech and expression. Trade
and commerce that deal with matters qualifying as res extra
commerciam such as trade in liquor has met with a fresh
ground of controversy with the political class promoting a no
holds barred liquor policy and the Supreme Court of India
setting down regulatory conditions. This is a strange reversal
of political will as liquor ban imposed by the prior government
in Kerala had been upheld by the Supreme Court of India
(The Kerala Bar Hotels Association v. State of Kerala (29-122015). The regulations on trade of cattle with its implications
on fundamental rights indirectly effecting a constraint on cow
slaughter has raised considerable constitutional debate. The
mass exodus of Rohingya immigrants into India has raised
questions on their status within the Indian constitutional
framework and international law. This national seminar
intends to debate the implications of the aforementioned
developments and bring out refreshing perspectives,
propositions and suitable recommendations.
Themes for the sessions during National Seminar on
Contemporary Legal Issues – 8-9 January, 2018
Session -I (8-1-2018 Morning session)
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Right to privacy in India  
Understanding privacy in India post Puttaswamy
judgement  
Right to privacy and section 377 of the Indian Penal
Code  
Right to privacy and implications on data protection
Right to privacy and data protection on the social media  
Digital realm and the right to privacy
State surveillance, search and seizure and the status of
privacy in India
The impact of right to privacy on collection of biometrics
information  
Implications of right to privacy on marital relationships –
marital rape and restitution of conjugal rights
Distribution of welfare benefits and the Right to privacy
in India  

Session -II (8-1-2018 Afternoon session)
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Religion and Constitution
Implications of the triple talaq judgement on the
constitutional philosophy
Religion and the constitution of India-has jurisprudence
bridged the divide?
Uniform civil code after triple talaq judgement – is it an
evasive goal?
Social reform and religion in India
Secular state and religious reforms in India  
Session -III (9-1-2018 Morning Session)
Challenges to freedom of speech and expression in
India
Freedom of speech and the growing nation state: an
assessment
National anthem and Supreme Court Directionsovershooting the legal mandate?
Session IV (9-1-2018 Afternoon session)

•
•
•
•
•

Miscellaneous constitutional issues of contemporary
concern
Constitution of India and approaches to res extra
commerciam
Constitutional mandate and the right to pursue profession
and free trade in India
Gandhian philosophy and the Constitution of India
Rohingya crises and the constitutional conscience in
India    
SUBMISSION GUIDELINES
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The abstract should not exceed 300 words, and must be
accompanied by a cover page, stating the following:
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• Title of the Paper
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• Contact number  

