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ABOUT THE COURSE:
A comparative approach to Constitutional interpretation has
long been found useful by the Indian Supreme Court. From
the interpretation of the equal protection clause to the use
of the doctrine of strict scrutiny, the impact of American
constitutional interpretation has been seen on the Indian
Supreme Court’s adjudication. The understanding of
federalism and its impact on the interpretation of the many
constitutional provisions have also benefitted from a
comparative perspective. The German origin of the ‘Basic
structure’ doctrine is also wellknown.
In a globalizing legal order, comparative constitutional law
has witnessed a growth. Even in countries which traditionally
did not see much use for comparative perspectives, notably
the United States, there is increasing willingness to refer to
comparative materials. India has never been shy of looking at
comparative materials to interpret the Indian Constitution
and there is a growing reference to other constitutions in the
Supreme Court today. Most of the important constitutional
judgements given today have references to other
constitutional experiences.
This teaching seminar aims to provide participants with a
perspective on the growing use of comparative material in
constitutional law, its need, use and mis-use. The expansion
of socio-economic rights in India has benefitted from
constitutional experience in other countries. On the other
hand, the import of the doctrine of strict scrutiny and other
doctrines has raised questions about their applicability in the
Indian context. The National Court of Appeals case in the
Supreme Court will also be argued in terms on comparative
constitutional design as has the case of Judicial
Appointments.

The lectures planned around these and other themes will
provide for expert insights into the merits and demerits of
the use of comparative constitutional material. The seminar
will allow for interaction with the resource persons and
presentations by the participants. The objective of the
seminar is to improve the understanding of comparative
constitutional law and its use in the interpretation of the
Indian Constitution for students interested
in constitutional law.

Who should attend?
Apart from under graduate and post graduate students of
law, students with an interest in comparative law, law and
governance and public policy will find the course easily
accessible and one that reflects their interest areas as well
the interests of law students. Research scholars and young
professionals with an interest in comparative constitutional
law can also apply.
Candidates will be given a certificate on successful
completion of the one week course.
The candidates desirous of attending the course may send
the filled application form at cclp@nalsar.ac.in on or before
15 th September 2016. The selected candidate will be
confirmed within two days.

Organisers:
MK Nambyar SAARC Law Centre and Centre for
Constitutional Law, Public Policy and Governance,
Nalsar University of Law

Registration fee:
Rs.2,000/- (towards registration charges, accommodation and food). Hostel accommodation will be provided for participants. The
course fee can be paid through Demand Draft in favour of Registrar, NALSAR University of Law payable at Hyderabad.

NO OF PARTICIPANTS: 50
Monday
Nov 21
SESSION 1

Tuesday
Nov 22nd
SESSION 1

Wednesday
Nov 23rd
SESSION 1

SESSION 1

SESSION 1

9.30-11.30 am

9.30-11.30 am

9.30-11.30 am

9.30-11.30 am

9.30-11.30 am

Inaugural

Reporting by the
groups

Reporting by the
groups

Reporting by the
groups

Reporting by the
groups

SESSION 2

SESSION 2

SESSION 2

SESSION 2

SESSION 2

12.00-2.00 pm

12.00-2.00 pm

12.00-2.00 pm

Thursday
Nov 24th

Friday
Nov 25th

Plenary 1
National constitutions
and globalizing legal
order:
Need for comparative
perspectives

12.00-2.00pm

Plenary 2
Equality and
non- discrimination in
comparative
constitutions

12.00-2.00 pm

Plenary 3
Socio-economic rights
and comparative
perspectives

Plenary 4
South Asian
Constitutionalism

Plenary 4
Constitutional Courts
and the constitution

SESSION 3

SESSION 3

SESSION 3

SESSION 3

SESSION 3

3.00-5.00 pm

3.00-5.00 pm

3.00-5.00 pm

Plenary 1
Small group discussions
on areas flowing from
the plenary

3.00-5.00 pm

Plenary 2
continued
Equality and nondiscrimination in
comparative
constitutions

3.00-5.00 pm

Plenary 3
Socio-economic rights
and comparative
perspectives

Plenary 4
South Asian
Constitutionalism

Plenary 4
Constitutional Courts
and the Constitution

SESSION 4

SESSION 4

SESSION 4

SESSION 4

SESSION 4

6.00-8.00 pm

6.00-8.00 pm

6.00-8.00 pm

6.00-8.00 pm

6.00-8.00 pm

Plenary 1
Conversations with
judges

Plenary 2
Group work

Plenary 3
Guest talk

Plenary 4
Group work

Saturday
Nov 26th
Summing up
assessments and
Feedback

Plenary 4
Panel discussion from
the participants

For more information contact:

Professor N.Vasanthi
Centre Head, Centre for Constitutional Law,
Public Policy and Governance
NALSAR University of Law,
‘Justice City’, Shameerpet,
R.R.District, Hyderabad-500101.
Mob : 9849983974,

Off : 040-23498217

E-mail: vasanthi.nimushakavi@gmail.com

